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whote plant, let not the king so treat his subjects.43 "The
Vijayanagara rulers or even their successors did not follow
this rule because the conditions "like continuous wars
maintenance of huge army, their wants and luxuries
demanded huge expenses. The Portuguese traveller Nuniz
writes "all land belongs to the king, and from his hand
captains hold it. They make it over to husbandmen who pay
nine-tenths of the produce to their lords, who in turn pay
one-half to the king".44 According to Hayavadana Rao the
assessment during the Vijayanagar period was SQ^o.45 It
was impossible for a great empire like Vijayanagara to
maintain its pomp and cpoiy which has been graphically
described by the contemporary foreign travelers like Razzaq,
Conti, Paes, and Barbosa with such a small share as
traditional 1/6. The fact to be noticed in this connection is
that land for cultivation was available in plenty. Hence, the
state's main aim was to see that peasants cultivated all (or
that which were easily accessible) the available lands.
Various inscriptions prove how the state encouraged
reclamation erf fallow lands by showing concessions in the
form of gradual scale of assessment46 This poJicy not only
helped the peasants, but also the state when such was the
situation, the empire could not thrive on a policy of
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